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International Panther
Fall 2008

The Culture and Intensive English Program Newsletter

About the Culture and Intensive English Program
(CIEP)

From the Director
Dear Reader

The Culture and Intensive English Program (CIEP) of the
University of Northern Iowa is an institution that was
established in 1982 and is currently housed in the Office
of International Programs. The CIEP is designed to
prepare students for academic work at the undergraduate
or graduate degree level. Students participate in
Listening/Speaking, Reading, Writing, and Grammar
classes; which are offered at seven different levels.
Sessions last eight weeks and, with adequate progress,
students advance one level per session.
The overall mission of the Culture and Intensive English
Program is to provide nonnative speakers ofEnglish with
intensive English-language instruction and a cultural,
social, and academic orientation to the United States.
The University of Northern Iowa (UNI) has many
honors. UNI was named one of the "Best in the Midwest"
in the 2006 Princeton Review Best 351 College Rankings
guide and was ranked second in the Midwest top public
comprehensive universities by U.S. News and World
Report for eleven consecutive years.

Welcome to the first issue of the CIEP
Newsletter, International Panther! We
plan for the newsletter to be informative
and enjoyable to read. There will be a fall,
spring, and summer issue of the newsletter
for you to find current news and
information about the CIEP. In future
issues, you will be able to read about new
students to the CIEP as well as those leaving. In fact, we
plan to profile the lives of 1 or 2 students in each issue.
Also, there will be inteIViews with UNI students,
teachers, and people from the community.
Another feature of the newsletter will be contributions
from readers. We plan for students, teachers, and others
to write their own letters and articles for the newsletter.
These may be in the form of stories, poems, pictures,
cartoons, announcements, or other features.
Cheers,

- -!?~

%at CIEP Students Say...
Coming to the University of Northern Iowa was a long-term dream for Julio Castillo, 28,
and Susi Huaman De La Vega, 28, a couple from Cusco, Peru. The couple wanted to come
to the United States in 2004 to study a master's degree, but without the English skills to
study in the U.S., and financial resources, they were unable to pursue their dream.
Several years prior to 2004, Castillo received a brochure in the mail from UNI when he was
really seeking information about a university in Peru. The UNI brochure impressed Castillo,
and he made contacts to discuss educational possibilities. "We had a book, and in the book
was all the pictures of the University," said Huaman De La Vega. "It was very beautiful. We wanted to study in the
pictures." After living in Puerto Rico for a few years, the couple was able to turn their dream into reality. "We [now]
have the opportunity to meet new people and to know new places and to know the customs, and culture of the United
States," said Castillo.
Huaman De La Vega advices future students to learn English "because English opens many doors in your lives" and "to
take advantage of all the classes, all the activities, all the friends, and all [of the University] facilities to improve their
English."

Welcome to the CIEP!

Summer CIEP Graduation

Each session, the CIEP has the pleasure of meeting
many new students that join the program. During
the 2008 summer session, the CIEP welcomed the
following 16 new students!

CONGRATULATIONS to the summer 2008 CIEP
graduates!

China:
Xiaoya Zhang
Xiaozhu Wu
Xuegui Lin
Yiying Chen

Peru:
Julio Castillo
Susi Huaman de la Vega

Italy:
Griselda DeLorenzi

Poland:
Katarzyna Stee

Colombia:
Luisa Carvajal

Saudi Arabia:
Mhomood AlQuwaie
Hussain Alsadiq
N awaf Alsallami

Russia:
Nizami Mamishev
Kamila Mamisheva
Arzu Mamisheva

Costa Rica:
Dixiana Matarrita
India:
N ashater Singh

Saudi Arabia:
Harri Almukhtar

Kazakhstan:
Havva Candan

Turkey:
Sonay Yazici

On August 1, 2008, the CIEP hosted its summer
graduation ceremony at the Lampost Theatre and
presented the following 5 students with their CIEP
Certificate of Completion!

South Korea:
Ilhyung Cho
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Summer CIEP Activities

CIEP students celebrate the fourth of July with a picnic and
fireworks. They met at Seerley Park, grilled hamburgers, and played
outdoor games. Then they walked to a grassy area behind the UNI
Dorne to view fireworks with other residents of Cedar Falls.

This summer, the CIEP welcomed a group of 28 students from City
College of Dongguan University of Technology (Guangdong Province,
China) to study in one of the CIEP's special programs. In this picture, ~
three students from Dongguan University enjoy a cold treat during an Ice
Cream Social. The Dongguan students stayed for three weeks and
participated in many events outside of the CIEP classes, including
perf01mances in a talent show, field trips to Des Moines and Dubuque,
and visits to an American home for a day.

One CIEP student and the CIEP Activities Coordinator pose for a
picture in front of the Capitol in Des Moines, Iowa. Students took a
trip to the Capitol this summer to learn more about the culture of
Iowa.

Two students from Dongguan University sing a song for Karaoke
Night at a local coffee shop called the Larnpost. Throughout the
night, other CIEP students and staff joined the singing festivities
for an enjoyable night.

Three CIEP students talk with a farmer at the Living History
Farms Museum in Des Moines. At the farm, students had the
opportunity to travel to the past through five historical time
periods as they learned about the growth of the farms.
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From the CIEP Instructors
This summer, the CIEP implemented one of its special programs liVith students and scholars from City College of
Dongguan University of Technology, Guangdong Province, China. During their three-week stay, the Dongguan
University students and scholars participated in CIEP classes, social activities, and field tli.ps all while embracing the
American culture.
After settling into their temporary living quarters at UNI, attending an Information Session, and participating in a
campus tour, the Dongguan visitors joined CIEP students, staff, and instructors for a Welcome Picnic at Seerley Park on
July 15. Everyone enjoyed food, laughs, and entertainment.
The next day, Dongguan University students joined CIEP staff as they boarded a Cedar Falls school bus to downtown
Cedar Falls for a brief tour and pictures. Afterwards, they experienced shopping at Wal-Mart for the first time. English
Fluency class teachers Geri and Carrie prepared the students for shopping language they could use at the store.
Later that week, Dongguan University students joined other CIEP students, staff, and instructors at the Talent Search/
Potluck at the Wesley Foundation. Performers had the opportunity to express their singing abilities, acting skills, dance
routines, and musical talents while enjoying each others' company. Many also sampled various cultural foods, such as
Chinese dumplings, which were very popular.
By the end of their first week liVith the CIEP, Dongguan University students and scholars visited Des Moines, the state
capitol of Iowa, the Living History Farms Museum, Neal and Chris Schrage's farm (friends of the CIEP), and took
pleasure in an Ice Cream Social. These experiences were amongst the many that Donggaun University students and
scholars will always share with the students, staff, and instructors from the CIEP.
-Michael Williams
Academic Support Specialist

CIEP Updates
•

•

The CIEP has a new website! It is located at
vrww.uni.edu/ciep. The website is full of useful
information including the new CIEP Student
Handbook. We urge you to see it for yourself.
As of July 1, 2008, the CIEP officially became part
of International Programs at UNI. We very much
look forward to being part of this department and
feel it will make the CIEP even stronger and more
visible to everyone on campus.

Contact the CIEP

Culture and Intensive English Program
University of Northern Iowa
72 Baker Hall
Cedar Falls, IA 50614-0511
Phone: (319) 273-2182
Fax: (319) 273-3333
Email: ciep@uni.edu
Web site: vrww.uni.edu/ciep

•

Welcome to Dr. Kurt Meredith! Also, as of July 1,
2008, Dr. Meredith became head of International
Programs. His new title is Assistant Provost for
International Programs. Dr. Meredith is originally
from the College of Education. Over the years, in his
work for UNI, he has travelled to countries
throughout the world. With his rich international
experience, he will continue his important work to
internationalize our University.

~
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